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labour to become more and more deeply impressed
with a sense of his own radical blindness and corrup-
tion : above all, let him steadily contemplate, in all
its relations, that stupendous truth, the incantation
and crucifixion of the only-begotten Son of God^ and
the message of mercy proclaimed from the cross to re-
penting sinners.—"Be ye reconciled unto God."—
u Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.1*1
When he fairly estimates the guilt of sin by the
costly satisfaction which was required to atone for it,
and the woith of his soul by the price which was
paid for its redemption, and contrasts both of these
with his own sottish inconsiderateness ; when he re-
flects on the amazing love and pity of Christ, and on
the cold and formal acknowledgments with which ho
has hitherto returned this infinite obligation, making
light of the precious blood of the Son of God, and
trifling with the gracious invitations of his Redeemer;
surely, if he be not lost to sensibility, there will rise
within him mixed emotions of guilt, and fear, and shame,
and remorse, and sorrow, which will nearly overwhelm
his soul; and he will smite upon his breast, and cry out
in the language of the publican, " God be merciful to
me a sinner." But, blessed be God, such an one
needs not despair—it is to persons in this very situa-
tion, and with these very feelings, that the offers of
the Gospel are held forth, and its promises assured;
" to the weary and heavy laden11 under the burthen
of their sins ; to them who thirst for the water of
life; to them who feel themselves " tied and hound
by the chain of their sins;" who abhor their captivity,
and long earnestly for deliverance. Happy, happy
souls! whom the grace of God has visited, " has
brought out of darkness into his marvellous light,"
and "from the power of Satan unto God." Cast
yourselves then on his undeserved mercy : he is full

